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Patroness: Dowager Duchess of Grafton, Patrons: Kevin Hogan MP, Christopher Gulaptis MP, 
Mayor Jim Simmons, Bill & Dot Dougherty. 

Schaeffer House will reopen on Thursday 4th March 2021. The Museum is COVID-19 safe but until 
further notice it has been decided to open for viewing one day only per week, this being the 
Thursday with the opening hours of 1pm to 4pm unchanged. The Research Room will operate dif-
ferently in that it will be open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9.00am to 3.00pm, book-
ings preferred so as not to have to temporarily send someone away if the maximum  number of 
visitors is reached.  Please note that donations to Clarence River Historical Society of $2 or more 
are tax deductible. 

 President: Patricia James 
Vice Presidents: Nita Child & Leoné Roberts,  
A/Secretary: Steve Tranter  
Treasurer: Anne Ellem 
Committee members:  Cheryl Barnes, Nita Child, 
Suzanne Gibson, Judy Johnson, Bruce Wicks 

              OFFICE BEARERS 

Public Officer: Bill Dougherty 
Research Officer: Hazel Lawson 
Recorder/Librarian: Carole Douch 
Roster Clerk: Suzanne Gibson 
Newsletter: Steve Tranter 
Hon. Solicitor: Joe Fahey 

                                     JOTTINGS FROM THE HOUSE       

Membership fees are due in January each year. Be sure to pay fees prior to the AGM in March 
if voting rights are to be retained. New members who join between 1 September and 31 
December are deemed to be members up to 31 December of the following year.   

Better to understand a little than to misunderstand a lot.  

Annual General Meeting 

Our Annual General Meeting will be 
held on Wednesday 24th March at 
2.00 p.m. The election of Officers for 
2021 will be held. 

Welcome to our new Librarian 

Well here we are heading through 2021 
and it is time to welcome our new 
Librarian. Carole has a wealth of 
experience to draw on from her previous 
membership of other Society’s. Already 
she has put in lots of hours on the very 
important task of documenting our 
valuable donations.   

Society’s 90th year 

An up date on the Anniversary 
Luncheon to be held at 12pm on the 
20th November 2021. The guest 
speaker will be the current President of 
the RAHS, Christine Yeats. A little 
snippet of information is that this Society 

was the first to be affiliated with the 
RAHS, beating a number of Sydney 
society’s who were deliberating at the 
time on whether/when to affiliate. The 
year was 1934 and two former 
Presidents of the RAHS took the time to 
visit the Society in our room in the 
Council building of the time. By all 
accounts they were very impressed with 
the Society and its collection.  

Open Day 

The museum will hold an open day on 
the 18th November 2021.  

Vale—Alexander Connor  

We received word from Alexander’s son 
Ross earlier this month reporting the 
passing of Alexander at the Sydney 
Adventist Hospital at Wahroonga. 
Alexander was in his 100th year and 
was a member for more than 20 years.  
We are indebted to his continued 
membership over those years.  
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                                            RESEARCH ENQUIRIES           

                        (Compiled by our Research Officer, Hazel Lawson)                                                

Opportunity isn’t knocking coz you haven’t built the doors yet.  

MITCH.    Looking for History and Photos of 
119 and 121 Prince Street, Grafton. Wood’s 
Radio shop and Amos & Bailey Tailors. 

LANA.   Information on Harry Mundine and 
other Family members. 

NARELLE.   “Ravensford” 36 Villiers Street, 
Grafton. Looking for information and Photos. 

JIM.   William Neale and Ada Moffit.  
Information on William and Ada’s siblings and 
Ada’s predecessors. 

CHANTEL   Joseph Best, worked on Railway 
build from Coffs Harbour to Grafton, also 
planning with the Railway for Grafton Bridge 
1932.  Looking for information. 

ALLEGIA   Levy Lawrence, William and Amelia 
(Dolly) Levy Lawrence (nee Samuel) 1859-
1932. Crown Hotel 1860, Criterion Hotel Cnr. 
Prince & Oliver Street 1862-1863. 

IAN   Asked when did Ramornie Anglican 
Church close?  Miss Ashwood was given a 
bible for outstanding attendance at Sunday 
School. 

BARBARA    Asked for information on Phyllis 
Mary Pearson born Euleen Private Hospital 
South Grafton, Nurse Ormond and Dr. 
McDonald. 

STEPHEN      Asked for a copy of an Article in 
Clarence River Historical News’s Letter No.94 
on Ruby-Payne Scott born South Grafton in 
1912. 

LINDA   Information on William John Cartmill, 
Born 1/6/1872 at Blaxland’s Creek.  Ran a 
Hotel 1905-1915.   Also maps of Fitzroy County 
Parishes of Blaxland, Bardsley, Kaukandowie 
and Nymboida.  Thomas Cartmill’s seven sons 
all acquired property in these parishes.  John, 
Robert, David, Richard, William, James and 
George. 

GUS   Researching his Great Great 
Grandfather    Charles Grant Tindall. 

TREVYN   Researching the Ryall Family.  
Albert James Ryall Married Johanna Williams in 
1921. Johanna was Matron of Grafton Base 
Hospital 1908-1911.  

LEANNE     Looking for Burial Plot Numbers in 
old South Grafton Cemetery for George 
Frederick Dent Born 1871 Died June 1952.  
Also, Thomas Richard Dent Born 1908 Died 
29th May 1953.  

ROB   “Martins answer the Call” looking for 
photos of Charles, Edward, George, Richard, 
Robert and Wilfred Martin. 

ELIZABETH   Looking for burial record and 
information for Alexander Macdonald 

ANDREW     Looking for Historical Temperature 
records for school assignment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
An advertisement from a 1906 Cookery Book 
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Man is the only living being who cuts trees, makes paper, and writes “SAVE TREES” on it.  

 

                                          VALE MAVIS ROBERTSON 

 
Mavis Robertson was born in South 
Grafton at Nurse Almon’s house in 
Cambridge Street on the 10th of October, 
1923.  

Mavis was the second child of Clifford 
and Beatrice Fuller of Gundah, at the foot 
of the Gibraltar Range. Because of the 
isolation of the property at that time, most 
of her formal education was done by 
correspondence. 

The family moved to “Stockdale” situated 
in Cangai, where she worked on her 
parents farm. She was a good 
horsewoman.   

Mavis has been such a valued member at 
Schaeffer House. She joined in 1989. It 
was said that the house would not 
function as smoothly as it does without 
her. She was conferred with Life 
Membership in 2000. Her extensive local 
knowledge was invaluable. Her 
knowledge of plants was evident at the 

Garden Club .  

Mavis won prizes for her flowers at the 
Show and brought buckets of flowers to 

decorate the House ever Tuesday. Mavis 
was keen on research and spent hours 
looking through papers for information to 
include in books for publication. In the 
Museum, Tuesdays were cleaning and 
dusting routines and regularly every 
year, all the china was removed, washed 
and replaced.  

This routine is still carried on. She cared 
for the clothing and dressed the models 
in the rooms giving directions and 
advice. 

Mavis also worked for Legacy and the 
Anglican Opportunity Shop, helping 
where she could.  

Mavis passed away on the 13th of 
October, 2020. Her memory, however 
remains with us at Schaeffer House 
where her influence and touches are 
there for all to see. In the garden the 
Society has purchased and installed an 
archway in her honour.  

Mavis with her 

Frank Mack accepting his Life 
Membership with Bill Dougherty and 

Mavis 

Mavis with some of her prize roses. 
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When the past comes knocking don’t answer. It has nothing new to tell you!  

    

Recently the Society received a very 
welcome donation. This being the Epergne 
shown on the front cover of this edition of 
the newsletter. 

An Epergne is a type of table centerpiece 
that is usually made of silver but may be 
made of any metal or glass or porcelain. It 
generally has a large central "bowl" or 
basket sitting on three to five feet. From 
this center "bowl" radiate branches 
supporting small baskets, dishes, or 
candleholders. There may be between two 
and seven branches.  

The derivation is more than likely from the 
French word epergne meaning saving. 
Dinner guests were “saved” from the 
trouble of passing dishes.  

Epergnes were traditionally made from 
silver, however from around the start of the 
20th century, glass was also employed.  

The history surrounding this epergne is 
very rich. It was presented to Richard 
Stevenson in July 1875 on the occasion of 
his departure from Grafton to Sydney by a 
“Mr & Mrs Fisher. 

Richard and his wife Louisa (nee Bottrill) 
are buried in Rookwood Cemetery in 
Sydney.  At the time of his death he was 
the Member for Northumberland in the 
Hunter Valley NSW. 

Richard was born on 26th March 1832 in 
Egham, Surrey, England and in 1851 he 
was attracted by the discovery of gold in 
Australia.  

He arrived in Sydney and commenced 
work as a journalist. In 1857 he travelled to 
the goldfields where he remained for a trial 
period of eighteen months before returning 

to his previous occupation as a journalist in 
Sydney.  

In 1861 he moved to Grafton where he 
married Louisa in 1862. He purchased the 
Clarence and Richmond Examiner around 
this time and maintained the newspaper 
until he sold it 1875. 

The reason given being his failing health 
and together with Louisa he  took a trip to 
England before returning again, this time to 
the Hunter Valley. He became a member of 
the NSW Legislative Assembly, He was the 
Member for Wollombi from 1886 to 1894 
and the Member for Northumberland from 
1894 to 1899. He died whilst in office.  

 

EPERGNE PRESENTED TO MR. R. STEVENSON 

Mr. Stevenson as a parliamentarian  
Credit: NSW Parliamentary Archives Photograph 
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If money doesn’t grow on trees why do banks have branches?  

 
Postponed for a year because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, the Summer 
Olympics look like they will held from 
July 23rd to August 8th of this year. 
 
Whilst it will be a rather muted games 
this year  with respect to crowds, there 
will still be some very memorable events 
we can watch from afar. Coverage of 
events will be like no other games before 
with even more extensive use of the 
latest technology. Whether you decide to 
watch events on a TV at home or prefer 
to watch it on a tablet or smart phone 
whilst in the park, the choices will be 
many. 
 
The opening/closing ceremonies are 
always worth watching both for the 
spectacle and the ceremony. And who 
doesn't check out the uniforms when the 
athletes enter the arena — there never 
fails to be a wide range of commenting 
on the differing styles and attempts to 
stand out from the crowd! 
 
 As our time is only slightly ahead of 
Tokyo we will get to see more events as 
they occur, making a change from the 
usual late night or very early morning 
following of our sports of interest. 
Speaking of interest there has been a 
quiet build up for our swim team for 
these games and also the delay will no 
doubt affect some of the Australian team. 
But we will surely be on the edge of our 
seat many times during the swimming  
 
The Olyroos have qualified for the 
Olympics (last time played in 2008) so 
soccer fans will be hoping that they do 
well. As far as records go, Australia is 
one of only five countries including Great 
Britain, France, Greece and Switzerland 
to have competed in all the modern 
games since 1896. Before the IOC 

decided on postponing the Olympic 
rather than cancel them, we initially 
withdrew from the Games over 
coronavirus pandemic concerns. 
However the executive board of the 
Australian Olympic Committee 
unanimously voted to tell our athletes to 
prepare for the postponed games. We 
are sending this year 338 athletes 
consisting of 172 women and 157 men. 
With so many sports to watch, I am sure 
that the favourites for us in the Valley will  
be Rowing and Field Hockey. Baseball 
and softball are making a temporary 
return with new inclusions of 
skateboarding, BMX freestyle, sport 
climbing and surfing added this year.  
 
There is one exclusion from the Games 
being wrestling. The Olympic mascot is 
called Miraitowa, which is derived from 
the Japanese words mirai (future) and 
towa (eternity). The Society intends to 
have a display of Olympic memorabilia 
leading up to the start of the Tokyo 
Olympics. 
 

The display will feature items connected 
to the Sydney Olympics of 2000 as well 
as the association of the valley with 
them. From the ‘all to brief’ visit by the 
Olympic Torch to training camps for 
Olympic teams. Also will be documented 
our contribution in Sydney including 
volunteers from all walks of life and the 
buses.  

OLYMPIC GAMES 2020 

Miraitowa 



Take my advice — I’m not using it.  
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The road from Armidale to Grafton, which 
passes through the small town of 
Nymboida. More or less follows what was 
originally known as Craig’s Line, the route 
taken by Richard Craig when he escaped 
from Moreton Bay penal colony. 

Craig is also credited with finding the 
Clarence River and was pardoned because 
of his knowledge of the area and his 
assistance in opening it up for 
development. 

One of the early settlers of the country 
around Nymboida was Gregory Blaxland 
who was earlier involved in the crossing of 
the Blue Mountains. 

It needed settlers of Blaxland’s calibre as 
Craig’s Line was considered one of the 
worst pieces of country that men ever 
crossed. Today Nymboida is an easy 40km 
drive west from Grafton. 

Surface coal was evident in the area but it 

wasn’t until the early 1900’s that mining 
began in earnest. In those days most of the 
freight to and from the North Coast was by 
boat and the North Coast Steam Navigation 
Company, which made regular calls to 
Grafton, needed a reliable supply of coal. 

An industry wide strike affected the 
company’s coal supplies and the Nymboida 
mine was seen as an alternative supplier. 
In 1909-11 a syndicate was formed to 
ensure coal was available and boats would 
continue calling to the Clarence. J. 
T.McKittrick headed the syndicate. 

Early mining methods were very primitive 
with the coal being dragged out of the gully 
by draught horses then loaded onto bullock 
wagons and transported to South Grafton.  

However settlement of the strike saw the 
end of Nymboida coal at this time. 

During World War II two shafts were 
opened and a good supply of coal was 
available for industry in Grafton. The 
Northern Rivers County Council 
commissioned Koolkhan power station in 
the 1950’s and Nymboida became its main 
source of supply. On 10th October 1956 an 
explosion occurred during a pre-shift 
inspection and two men were killed. 

Heavy rain subsequently filled this section 
of the mine with water, resulting in a large 
loss of production. A reduction in the seam 
height further diminished the mine’s 
capacity. 

By 1975 the company operating the mine 
decided it was no longer profitable and the 
30 remaining workers were dismissed. 

THE NYMBOIDA COAL MINE 

The Nymboida Coal Mine 
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       Thomas Higham 

If the music’s too loud you’re too old.  

 
 
  

 However the 
men, who also 
faced the loss of 
their severance 
entitlements, 
decided to take 
over the mine 
and continue 
operating it. With 
the help of their 
union they 
formed the Union 
Coal mining 
Company Pty. 
Limited, the only 
union owned, 
managed and 
worked mine in 
Australia. 

Reprinted from CRHS Newsletter No. 68—
Author Don Peck 

CALCITE MINE 

Whilst we are on the subject of mines! 
Did you know that the Garibaldi Gold 
Mine near Lionsville in Northern NSW 
produced some of the finest calcite 
crystals? They were also of exceptionally 
large size. Used in optical instruments, 
these crystals were exported to 
Germany to provide lenses for 
periscopes. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

THE NYMBOIDA COAL MINE (CONTINUED) 

The Nymboida Power Station 

Photograph of calcite mine. 
Credit: John Fielding of 

Woolgoolga 

A piece of calcite from 
the mine at Soferino 
— on display at 
Schaeffer House 
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Ramornie  Station: South Aspect -  Mary Tindal 

 

         The Higham Family in 1903 

I fell in love at first sight. I should have looked twice.  

                                                                                           

The AE1, the Royal Australian Navy's 
first submarine, was commissioned in 
the United Kingdom on 28 February 
1914. After commissioning, AE1 
accompanied by AE2, sailed to Australia 
crewed jointly by British and Australian 
sailors, arriving at Sydney in May 1914. 

Following the outbreak of war in August 
1914, both submarines proceeded to 
New Guinea for operations against the 
German colonies. On 14 September, 
AE1, accompanied by HMAS 
Parramatta, left Blanche Bay, New 
Britain, to patrol off Cape Gazelle. 

Boat Details 

Class: ............. E Class light submarine 

Launched: ....................... 22 May 1913 

Commissioned: ........ 28 February 1914 

Complement:..................................... 35 

Length: ..................... 181 feet [55.16m] 

Beam: ............ 22 feet 6 inches [6.85m] 

Draught: ......... 12 feet 6 inches [3.81m] 

Displacement: ......... 660 tons surfaced, 

............................. 800 tons submerged 

Speed: .................... 15 knots surfaced, 

............................. 10 knots submerged 

Armament: ........ Four 18 torpedo tubes 

The Search 

AE1 was last seen by Parramatta at 
3.30 pm that day and no trace has been 
found of her, or her company, since. It 
has been presumed that AE1 struck an 
uncharted reef and sank. 

This significant event has not been 
properly recognised and the memory of 

the ships company of AE1 has not 
been commemorated at the 
Australian War Memorial. It is 
hoped that an Association of 
descendant relatives of the AE1 
can be formed to help give voice to 
rectifying this neglect and provide a 
link for people with whom they have 
a common interest. 

Efforts are underway to mount a 
thorough search in an area that is 

very small and is likely to be successful. 
Major Tom Hall RFD,ED is making an 
effort to find relatives and/or 
descendants of all 35 families - 14 in 
Australia, 1 in New Zealand and 20 in 
the United Kingdom.  

A distinguished sailor - Commander 
John Foster, Royal Australian Navy, has 
been searching for this submarine - the 
very first vessel lost from the Australian  

Continued on Page 10 

HMAS AE1 — Australia’s First Submarine 
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We live in an age where pizza gets to your home before police.  

Navy for the past 30 years. 

Beyond the search immediately after 
the submarine's disappearance, there 
were no concentrated efforts to locate 
the wreck of AE1 until the 1970s, 
when John Foster, a RAN officer 
working in Port Moresby, became 
interested in the story. After 
researching wartime records, Foster 
persuaded the RAN to deploy the 
survey ship HMAS Flinders in 1976.  

HMAS Flinders found one potential 
sonar contact, but did not have a 
sophisticated enough side-scan 
sonar to make a determination either 
way. During a deployment to Papua 
New Guinea in 1978, HMAS 
Flinders conducted several ad-hoc 
searches, again with no useful result. 
In 1990, while sailing between New 
Britain and New Ireland,  

Jacques Cousteau diverted his ship, 
Calypso to investigate the potential 
contact found in 1976. His original 
plan was to investigate up close with 
a submersible, but mechanical issues 
prevented it, and Calypso instead 
performed a magnetometer search of 
the area, finding no wrecks. 

Foster had continued archive research 
into AE1's disappearance, 
supplemented with visits to Rabaul 
and nearby islands to see if references 
to the submarine appeared in any 
community's oral histories. By 2002, 
he was focused on the waters 
off  Mioko Island  in the Duke of York 
Islands group: a priest from a Catholic 
mission had stated that members of 
the community had spotted a wrecked 
submarine on Wirian Reef while diving 
for shells. Attempts to dive the 

reported site of the wreck in 2002 and 
early 2003 were unsuccessful: the 
former was called off due to high 
shark presence, the latter expedition 
also was hampered by shark activity 
and found no wreck at the reported 
location. A third expedition in 
November 2003, supported by 
the Maritime Museum of Western 
Australia and the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation, conducted 
searches off Mioko and nearby 
islands, again with no success.  

Further oral evidence supporting the 
wreck of AE1 being off Mioko was 
learned during one of the 2003 
expeditions: Foster discovered that 
the  Tolai people had a legend of a 
"devil fish" appearing offshore on the 
day that AE1 disappeared. 

In February 2007, a new effort to 
locate the submarine was mounted 
by the RAN, when the Survey Ships 
HMAS Benalla and HMAS 
Shepparton attempted to locate the 
submarine off East New 
Britain. Benalla located an object on 
Wirian Reef of the appropriate 
dimensions using sonar on 1 March, 
but was unable to verify the nature of 
the object due to a damaged 
magnetometer.  

The minehunter HMAS Yarra was 
sent to investigate the object further in 
late 2007. Sonar and remotely– 
operated vehicle (ROV) imagery of 
the object revealed shape and 
dimensions similar to the submarine, 
but subsequent analysis by the 
Defence Science and 
Technology identified the object as a 
rock formation. Continued on Page 13 
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The early bird gets the worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese.  

THE COURT HOUSES OF GRAFTON 

– by John Moorhead, (member). 

The “Town & Country Journal” of 
November 28, 1874, tells us that while 
there are records of Courts of Petty 
Sessions on “the Clarence River” as far 
back as May, 1844, the first record of a 
court held at “Grafton” was on April 5, 
1847. 

 

 

 

The first courts were held in Phillip’s 
ship-building establishment at South 
Grafton. Others were held on the north 
side at Mr. Sharp’s public house. They 
were also held at various places on the 
river, including Red Rock (near 
Copmanhurst). 

“The Clarence and Richmond Examiner” 
in 1859 and 1860 carried occasional 
references to a new Court House in 
Victoria Street. An editorial on 
September 6, 1859, said new member, 

Mr. Clark Irving, had not forgotten his 
promises and the steamer “Grafton” had 
brought some important news for the 
Clarence and Richmond districts. 

Grafton’s third and by far the most 
imposing court house has been in 
business since 1880. The former court 
house became the police station next 
door. Apart from a front section, the 
former police station has gone. It was 
replaced by an imposing new building 
nearer the river, opened on November 
1, 1975, by the then Police Minister, Mr 
J. L. Waddy, OBE, DFC. 

Mr. Waddy said tenders were called in 
April, 1873, for the erection of a police 

station. The brick building in Victoria 
Street originally comprised a residence, 
charge room, offices, barrack room, 
cells and a cell yard. (incidentally, the 
police station opened in 1975 cost about 
575,000 pounds or todays $1,150,000). 

The third and present Court House  
built in 1880, in Victoria Street, 

Grafton. 

The 2nd Court House in Grafton. 
Built 1860 in Victoria Street. 

– From the “The Sydney Mail”, Au-
gust 31, 1872. 
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Wise men make proverbs, but fools repeat them.  

         BILL’S  COLUMN 
A.A.LIPMAN     1892-1977. 
Readers of this Newsletter of my age and older 
(are there any over 91 out there) will have fond 
memories of the substantial economic and 
charitable contribution made by the Lipman 
family to Grafton’s history. 

Arthur Alfred Lipman was born in the family 
home (Carrington) in Alice Street, Grafton on 
13h February, 1892. He was the second 
youngest child of Abraham & Phoebe Rebecca 
(nee Abrahams) in a family of seven children. 
He attended Grafton Grammar School (later 
GHS), and went on to attend Toowoomba 
Grammar School and at the age of 19, was 
chosen to represent Grafton as a Cadet, at the 

Coronation of King George V. His diaries 
remain in great detail in the family and make 
enthralling reading.  

He enlisted in the Australian Army during the 
first world war, and was dispatched to serve in 
France, where he was wounded in action, 
being buried alive. He spent some time in 
recuperation in England, arriving back in 
Australia in 1919, with the rank of Lieutenant 
amid great celebrations both in Sydney and 
Grafton. 

Back in civilian life, he became a Commercial 
traveller and travelled widely, mostly in South 
West Queensland, and frequently using the 
services of Cobb & Co. 

On 11th June, 1924, he married Fannie 
Herman in Sydney, and they returned to 
Grafton to reside in the Federation style 
residence situated on the South East corner of 
Dobie and Alice Street. This house was 
designed by Mr. F. W. C. Schaeffer, the city’s 
first Architect. Their first child, Lynette Anne 
was born in the home on 13th. August, 1928, 
and later Peter Arthur was born there on 10th. 
April, 1931. 

About the time of the wedding, brothers, 
Arthur, Joseph Percy (Percy), Cecil Sydney, 
and Carrington Lewis purchased the business 
in South Grafton of J. T. McKittrick, renaming it 
as McKittricks Pty. Ltd..and in 1927, the family 
purchased the old building of Gerards, which 
was then on the corner of Bacon & Prince 
Streets, Arthur being the Managing Director of 
both businesses until he retired in 1958, then 
moving to Armidale to reside near his daughter 
& son-in-law. 

One of his greatest involvements was as the 
second President of the Jacaranda Festival, 
following Bill Chataway, a position he held for 
10 years. During that time, many approaches 
were made to Peter Dawson, the vocalist of the 
Cornish Floral Dance, to come to the Festival 
but he always declined. 

 

Arthur Alfred Lipman on the left 

The Lipman Residence in Dobie Street 
c1960 
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If Plan A doesn’t work, the alphabet has 25 more letters. Keep calm.  

Our Historical Society values a copy of an 
album of photos of Grafton presented to 
Arthur as President in 1945, when the Duke of 
Gloucester was the official guest. 

During the Second World War, Arthur  served 
in rank of Lieutenant with the VDC (Volunteer 
Defence Corps), operating part time for the 
whole of the war out of the Drill Hall.  

The threat of a Japanese invasion was 
extremely real, with transport trains carrying 
tanks and other military vehicles north, at all 
times of the day and night. These troop trains 
would receive a great welcome as they 
passed through Grafton. Loud cheers and 
“cooees” could be heard by the ladies who 
lived within earshot of the railway line. They 
would respond by waving and shaking tea 
towels and aprons etc. (My Mother was one of 
these). 

There was even a camouflaged fuel dump 
hidden near the Braunstone Railway Station, 
just south of South Grafton!. By the end of the 
war, AA. was promoted to Captain. He was 
also one of the many parents who assisted in 
taping up the windows of the Grafton Primary 
School to prevent shattering in case of aerial 
bombing. 

He was Foundation President of Grafton 
Legacy, and Grafton Rotary, Vice Chairman, 
Judge and a life member of the Clarence 
River Jockey Club, and a keen bowler at the 
old rink near the then Council Chambers. He 
was also a trustee of  Susan and Elizabeth 
Islands for many years, following on from his 
late father. 

In business, he always insisted on having his 
office at street level so that anybody could 
see him and obtain advice, which he gave of 
freely. He also served for many years as a 
Justice of the Peace and was on a committee 
to review the electoral roll for Jury duty . 

 

BILL’S  COLUMN (CONTINUED) 

I join with many Graftonians in high 
appreciation of A.A. Lipman’s contribution to 
our City and give heartfelt thanks for it. 

Bill Dougherty.  

I am most grateful to Peter Lipman, who 
contributed most of this article.  

HMAS AE1 Continued 

Foster organised another search in May 
2009, partially funded by Channel Seven's 
Sunday Night, based on claims by a Rabaul-
based salvage diver that he had seen the 
wreck in Simpson Harbour back in 1971, in 
proximity to the wreck of the Japanese 
merchant ship Keifuku Maru. Diver searches 
of the site specified by the salvager failed to 
find either wreck.  John Foster died in 2010 
with the search for AE1 continued by 
others. The 2015 search was ultimately 
unsuccessful.  

In December 2017, another search – the 
13th – was conducted using the survey ship 
Fugro Equator, off the Duke of York Islands. 
This expedition was funded by the 
Commonwealth Government and the 
Silentworld Foundation with additional 
assistance from the Submarine Institute of 
Australia  and the  Australian National 
Maritime Museum.  As a result of this effort, 
the submarine was found at a depth of 300 
metres (980 ft) and was seen to be well 
preserved and in one piece. RV Petrel was 
enlisted to survey the wreckage. During the 
survey, it was discovered that the 
submarine's rear torpedo tube was fully 
opened. The exact location of the wreck was 
not announced by the Australian government 
at the time of discovery, in order to protect it 
from "unauthorised salvage attempts". The 
government's stated position is that the 
wreck will be treated as a war grave. 
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Only dead fish go with the flow.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         FROM THE PRESIDENT 
As I write this, news of the NASA landing craft 
on Mars is breaking. We are always looking 
ahead to more and varied ways to push the 
“frontiers of science and knowledge.” 

History is being made all the time and we are 
busy recording and collecting it day by day. 
With new technology we can learn to record 
and store information more efficiently. 

Why should we? Simply because we must keep 
the memories and information about our lives 
year by year as a reference for future 
generations. 

We can gain knowledge and inspiration for our 
lives by reading about the lives of previous 
generations. We become connected in many 
ways by hearing the stories. The ground we 
walk on holds meaning as we think of those 
who walked ther before. 

Elders in our community have wisdom and 
knowledge. Society must continue to respect 
them and benefit from them. History has the 
habit of repeating itself! We do not need to 
repeat past mistakes of previous generations. 

We must help our leader to recover the best 
examples of good living and good behaviour for 
our collective society. 

An example of this is the story of the Induna, 
left to decay in the Clarence. It once carried 
Winston Churchill to safety from the Boar War 
to England where he led Britain to defeat the 
Nazi threat in the Second World War. 

Read the story in this Newsletter. Our 
volunteers have worked tirelessly to prepare for 
our opening to the Public, COVID safe, in early 
March. 

Firstly one day, then hopefully more days. 

We have so much to display and interest 
people! Thanks to all our volunteers and to the 
Council for their support in different ways to 

keep Schaeffer House a jewel in the City of 
Grafton and the Clarence Valley 

Best Wishes to All 

Pat James 

PS How wonderful to be able to congratulate 
the dowager Duchess of Grafton on 25th 
February 2021. The occasion was her 101st 
birthday. 
She has 
received 
greeting 
from us 
and replied 
through her 
daughter. 
Read more 
about her 
life later! 

 

The Dowager Duchess of Grafton GCVO 
celebrating with family on her 101st Birthday  

Fortune — Duchess of Grafton c1960 
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100 YEARS AGO 
        Compiled by our Research Officer, Hazel Lawson 

      Extracts from the Daily Examiner of  February, 1921 

Love may be blind but marriage is a real eye-opener.  

CITY OF GRAFTON – CARETAKER OF 
THE TOWN HALL. 

Applications returnable up to 1 o’clock pm 
on Monday March 7 are invited for the 
position of caretaker of the Town Hall.  
Salary at the rate of one Pound per week.  
Particulars  may be obtained at the Town 
Hall during Office Hours.  Applications to be 
endorsed as such. 

W.J.Lake  Town Clerk.         Town Hall 
Grafton. February 22nd, 1921.  

 The action of the Grafton City Council in 
the appointment of a civilian to the Position 
of Pound keeper and caretake of parks and 
gardens has called forth a lot of Pungent 
Criticism, especially as it is known four of 
the unsuccessful applicants were returned 
soldiers.  Clause 11 of the returned 
Soldiers and Sailors Employment Act of 
1919, states that “Employer” means, 
among other bodies, any Council of a 
Municipality or Shire.  Clause 111 defines 
“Preference” every employer shall give 
preference to any Soldier or Sailor who is 
effectively capable of performing the duties 
of such employment as against any other 
person offering his services at the same 
time. 

Mr Rodgers, Acting Minister for repatriation 
said last night “that every Soldier or other 
eligible person under the Act who desires to 
benefit from it may lodge his application.  
These will be carefully examined and dealt 
with.  All eligible soldiers are assured of the 
provision of their homes within this financial 
year.” 

*************** 

CHALLENGE - TUG OF WAR. 

To settle the vexed question of who the 
champions of the district are, the members 
of the Tucabia Tug of War Team hereby 
challenge Gillett’s Ridge Team, to pull on 
Ulmarra Park tomorrow night. 10 men 
aside, stake of 10 pound aside, best two 
out of three pulls, money to be lodged with 
Mr R N Shaw, Town Clerk Ulmarra before 
pull.  Tucabia stake of 10 pound is lodged. 

Mr. William Ford aged 73, one of the 
Valiant Pioneers and a great exhibitor at 
shows for 25 years or more had died at 
Grafton.  Mr. T Ford who is Manager of the 
North Coast and Tablelands exhibit for the 
Sydney Show was present at the North 
Coast Show Societies Association meeting 
at Casino on Thursday.  Members however 
knew nothing of his bereavement at the 
time. 

Robinson Bros Motor Service Proprietors at 
Grafton have purchased two aeroplanes 
and opening an aerial passenger service.  
One of the planes is already in use. 

*************** 

HORDON’S PICTURES.  SOUTH 
GRAFTON.    

William Farnum in “THE ORPHAN”.    
“HOUSE OF TERRIBLE 
SCANDLES” (Sunshine Comedy).  From 
flicker to flicker a scream and a snicker, a 
laugh and a giggle or grin, from beginning 
to curtain a riot that’s certain, go early to be 
sure to get in..  FOX NEWS, FOX 
CARTOONS, FOX GAZETTE.  Prices 6d.  
and  1/-  PLUS TAX. 
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 S.S. “BALLINA” 

 S.S. “KALLATINA” 

Newbold -  Mary Tindal 

Jabirus painted by 

Gladys O’Grady  

Corellas - painted by 
Gladys O’Grady 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TITLE PRICE 

Across the Bar $20.00 

A History of the Clarence River $35.00 

A place by the River, 150 Years of Tabulum History, Part 1: 1839 to 1919 by Isabel Wilkinson. $35.00 

A Place by the River, 150 Years of Tabulum History, Part 2, 1920 to 1989 by Isabel Wilkinson. $35.00 

Bawden Lectures - with Notes [New Edition] $35.00 

Bawden Lectures - without Notes $20.00 

Bombers over Grafton $20.00 

Corn Beef and Damper - Isabel Wilkinson. $35.00 

Early Days On The Clarence $20.00 

Early Midwives in Grafton and South Grafton by Robyn Higham. $25.00 

Forgotten Country - Isabel Wilkinson $35.00 

Four Legs But No Wheels $35.00 

From Glen Innes to South Grafton: Early Days Along the Old Road by Sheila McLennan. $25.00 

From Rivertree to the Sea $30.00 

Grafton Floods to 2011 $40.00 

Heritage In Line $25.00 

History of Grafton Hospital $40.00 

Life and Times of Eatonsville by Sheila McLennan. $25.00 

Memories of Southgate Village by Nita Child. $25.00 

Men We Have Met $30.00 

Old Grafton to Glen Innes Road: The Recollections by Sheila McLennan. $45.00 

Pre 1900 Clarence River Pioneer Register published by CRHS Inc. $45.00 

The Journal of Abner Gray A4 $30.00 

The Journal of Abner Gray A5 $20.00 

That’s What They Taught Me (When I went to school) Part 1 $35.00 

That’s What They Taught Me (When I went to school) Part 2 $20.00 

The Journal of George Abner Gray $20.00 

The City of Grafton $20.00 

BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM THE MUSEUM 

(Bold denotes new additions). 


